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The Boy at the Back of the Class By Onjali Q Raúf  

 

This is the story about how one ordinary nine-year-old child and three 
classmates are full of empathy for Ahmet, a boy that comes to their 
school as a refugee from Syria (he is the boy at the back of the class). 
Through their sensitivity, curiosity, ingenuity, bravery and innocent nice-
ness, they make a massive impact on Ahmet’s life, friends, class, school, 
community and wider world. There’s a lovely lack of stereotyping on gen-
der and backstory for the narrator, which adds to the message of not 
judging people before you know them. An inspiring and sweet tale that 
will help children think about what it is to be a good person whatever your 
circumstances (the narrator is from a poor background with a single par-
ent mum who struggles to make ends meet), and challenge prejudice. 

Super Cats By Gwyneth Rees 
 

Tabby kitten, Tagg, is astounded when he learns that his parents are 
Super Cats: Chester, his father, is amazingly strong, while his mother, 
Melody, has incredibly sharp claws, which can cut through anything. He 
is even more surprised to discover that he will soon develop his own 
superpowers and can’t wait to find out what they are. When Melody’s 
friend Glamour drops by with her kitten Sugarfoot, she has some alarm-
ing news. Her mate Flash has disappeared, and there are rumours that 
other super cats are going missing too. The adults decide to investigate 
and, not wanting to miss out, Tagg and Sugarfoot secretly follow them.  

Ravi’s Roar by Tom Percival 

 
Sometimes it’s fun to be the family baby, but not when you’re too small 
for all the most exciting playground rides, when you come last in all the 
races and when your older brothers and sisters buy up all the ice-
cream before you get to the van. When Ravi has just about had enough 
of being last in line and too small for everything, he roars – and turns 
into a tiger! It’s great fun getting his own way, at least for a little while. 
Eventually, Ravi finds out that being the top predator is not as much fun 
as he thought, but sometimes he still needs to stand up for himself by 
giving a little roar. 
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